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hopeful the Senate will agree with me 
on a bipartisan basis that Judge 
McShane is qualified to serve as the 
U.S. district court judge for the Dis-
trict of Oregon. 

As I indicated, Judge McShane has a 
heart for people, a head for the law, 
and a high-minded sense of justice. We 
have a long history in our State, as I 
think the President pro tempore of the 
Senate is aware, of some of those who 
have been part of our network of dis-
tinguished judges, and I have every 
confidence Judge McShane will join 
that list. 

I thank Senate Judiciary Committee 
Chairman LEAHY and Ranking Member 
GRASSLEY for advancing Judge 
McShane’s confirmation through the 
committee. I also wish to thank Leader 
REID and Minority Leader MCCONNELL 
for bringing this nomination to the 
floor, and I look forward to the vote we 
will have later today. 

I hope my colleagues, on a bipartisan 
basis, will vote to confirm Judge Mi-
chael McShane as U.S. district court 
judge for the District of Oregon. 

I yield the floor and note the absence 
of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Ms. STABENOW. I ask unanimous 
consent that the order for the quorum 
call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is now closed. 

f 

AGRICULTURE REFORM, FOOD, 
AND JOBS ACT OF 2013 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to the consider-
ation of S. 954, which the clerk will re-
port. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 954) to reauthorize agriculture 

programs through 2018. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Michigan. 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I 
wish to thank our majority leader, Re-
publican leader, and all the Members 
for allowing us in the Senate to move 
forward today on this very important 
bill. I want to thank my ranking mem-
ber Senator THAD COCHRAN for his 
friendship and his leadership. I want to 
thank all of the members of the com-
mittee for working together to write 
this important legislation. Also, I want 
to thank our staffs on both sides of the 
aisle. We have excellent staffs who 
have worked together, and I know we 
will continue to work together as we 
move this legislation through. 

Our bill, the Agriculture Reform, 
Food, and Jobs Act of 2013, is critical 

to the 16 million Americans whose jobs 
rely on a strong agricultural economy. 
Agriculture has been one of the bright 
spots as our economy is getting back 
on track. In fact, it is one of the few 
areas where we actually have a trade 
surplus, where we are exporting more 
than we are importing. This means jobs 
for us in America. 

The farm bill is a jobs bill. It is a jobs 
bill, a trade bill, a reform bill, a con-
servation bill, and it is a kitchen table 
bill. Thanks to the farm bill, families 
all across America will sit down around 
a table tonight and enjoy the bounty of 
the world’s safest, most abundant, and 
most affordable food supply. Those who 
need temporary help to feed their fami-
lies during an economic crisis will get 
help as well. This is a bill that reflects 
our best values as Americans. 

It is easy to take agriculture for 
granted. It is easy for many of us to 
forget the food we eat doesn’t come 
from the supermarket, as some folks 
may think. The food we eat comes from 
the skill and the efforts of the men and 
women who work hard from sunrise to 
sunset, day in and day out, to put food 
on our tables. Too often I believe we 
take them for granted as well. Most of 
us don’t have to worry about how many 
days it has been since the last rainfall 
or whether it is going to freeze in May 
after the fruit trees are blooming. Most 
of us don’t have to worry about deci-
sions and weather conditions around 
the world and how they affect our live-
lihood here at home. 

That is why we have what we call the 
farm bill. We have a farm bill because 
farmers are in the riskiest business in 
the world. We saw that last year as our 
country was in the grip of the worst 
drought in generations. We saw this as 
ranchers had to cull their herds be-
cause they couldn’t get enough food or 
water for their cattle. We saw all 
across the country that farmers lost 
their crops in late spring freezes that 
wiped out cherry and apple crops in 
Michigan and other parts of the coun-
try. That is why the top goal of the ag-
riculture reform bill is risk manage-
ment. We are reforming farm pro-
grams, ending direct payments and 
other subsidies that have no relation-
ship to risk and instead giving farmers 
market-based risk management tools. 
That is the hallmark of this farm bill. 

We want to make sure a farm that 
has been passed on for generations 
doesn’t face bankruptcy because of a 
drought or other events outside the 
farmer’s control. We also want to make 
sure that when there is a drought we 
are conserving our precious soil and 
water resources. When it comes to con-
servation, the farm bill is risk manage-
ment for the whole country. Conserva-
tion programs in the farm bill make 
sure our soil doesn’t blow away and our 
waters aren’t polluted by runoff. 

In many parts of the country last 
year we had a drought that was worse 
than the Dust Bowl, but we didn’t have 
a dust bowl. We didn’t have out-of-con-
trol erosion, and that is because the 

farm bill did what it was supposed to 
do in conservation. Soil stayed on the 
ground. It is easy to take that for 
granted as well. 

The farm bill is our country’s largest 
investment in land and water conserva-
tion on private lands, and the farm bill 
gives farmers tools to strengthen wild-
life habitat. I had the opportunity this 
weekend, with my gracious host, the 
Senator from Mississippi, to visit a 
wildlife preserve program and wetlands 
preserve program, and Senator COCH-
RAN is responsible for those parts of the 
farm bill. We had an opportunity to go 
out on a beautiful piece of flat land in 
the Mississippi delta and see where 
ducks were coming back, quail were 
coming back, and habitat was begin-
ning to flourish because of efforts to 
support these important resources for 
the future. The farmer involved in the 
property said he felt he was in partner-
ship with the USDA and making a com-
mitment for his children and future 
generations through conservation. This 
is a real source of pride for us as we 
look at this 5-year farm bill. 

I am pleased the bill before us in-
cludes a new historic agreement be-
tween conservation groups and com-
modity groups around conservation 
and crop insurance. These folks from 
very different perspectives sat down to-
gether, listened to one another, and 
worked out an agreement that will pre-
serve land and water resources for gen-
erations to come. 

The farm bill helps farmers improve 
1.9 million acres of land for wildlife 
habitat. Healthy wildlife habitat and 
clean fishable waters are not only good 
for our environment but they also sup-
port hunting, fishing, and all the other 
great outdoor recreation which bene-
fits our economy and creates jobs. We 
just plain have fun doing it in Michi-
gan. In fact, outdoor recreation sup-
ports over 6 million jobs alone. That is 
a big deal. 

We also continue our support for spe-
cialty crops, fruits, vegetables, and 
those crops that make up about half of 
the cash receipts of our country. Or-
ganic agriculture is a growing part of 
agriculture. We expand farmers mar-
kets in local food hubs to encourage 
schools and businesses to support their 
local farmers by purchasing locally 
grown food and creating more local 
jobs. We expand the availability of 
fresh fruits and vegetables that are so 
essential in schools and community 
food programs. 

We also strengthen rural develop-
ment financing for small businesses. 
Once you get outside of the cities in 
Michigan and all across our country, 
every single community in Michigan, 
outside of our big cities, gets support 
for jobs through something we call 
rural development, financing for small 
businesses, for water and sewer 
projects, road projects, housing efforts 
for families, a whole wide variety of 
things we do through this economic 
arm in the USDA called rural develop-
ment. 
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